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	[bookmark: _Hlk114815605]Hazard
	Who
	Risk Before Controls
	Controls
	Risk After Controls

	Trips, slips, and falls.


	Participants/ Instructors
	Medium
	Soft, clear ground cover.
Clear instructor briefings stating hazards and safety controls.
Effective group management with support from group leaders. 
Instructor to remain vigilant throughout the session.
Routine visual inspection of axe throwing range prior to session to check for any trip hazards.
Any potential hazards are pointed out to groups and unnecessary hazards are removed from the area as appropriate.  
No running on the axe throwing range.
Participants instructed to handle equipment correctly.

	Low


	Weather - sessions may become dangerous due to adverse weather conditions.
	Participants/ Instructors
	Low
	Sessions may have to be cancelled during periods of heavy 
rain and storms. Dynamic risk assessment to be carried out throughout the activity.

	Low

	Equipment failure









	Participants/ Instructors 
	Low
	Instructor to carry out safety check on all equipment before and after activity.  This includes all axes and target bosses.
Equipment stored in a safe and secure location in between sessions.
Axes to be transported to and from the range by instructors only.
Lead Instructor and management informed if equipment is below standard.





	Low

	Hazards arising from the actions of 
group members i.e. Over crowding 
Disorderly behaviour.
	Participants/ Instructors
	Medium
	The group leader must be present during sessions.
The minimum age of participants is 11 years old, and the maximum group size is 12 participants.
If group member’s behaviour becomes dangerous then the session is stopped until such a time that they are removed from the session, or it is terminated.

	Low

	Hit by thrown axe.
	Participants/ Instructors/
passers by
	Medium
	Instructor to clearly explain safety information at the start of the session and reinforce points made as required and appropriate.
Instructor to always use clear commands, explained during briefing.
Participants to wear suitable footwear so the full foot is covered (no flip flops, crocs, sandals).
Throwing line is clearly visible and at a set distance away from target.
Axes only to be thrown in the direction of the targets at the command of the instructor.
Keep the throwing line clear and free from obstructions.
Spectating participants to watch throwing participants from the waiting area.  They are not to stand behind the throwing participant in case an axe is released on the back swing.
Participants to only retrieve axes at the command of the instructor once all axes have been thrown at the targets.
Once an axe has embedded into a target, participants must throw remaining axes at a different target to prevent risk of damage to equipment and ricochet/rebound of axes back towards participants.
Bank behind targets prevents axes from being thrown beyond the designated activity area.




	Low

	Cut by an axe
	Participants/ Instructors
	Low
	Axes are not honed to a sharp edge - it is unlikely that this would occur.
Regular maintenance/inspection of the axes undertaken to ensure that there are no burrs on the axe heads to cause a cut.
Participants warned of potential risk before session begins.
First Aid box to be taken to range area.
Only pick up the axe as demonstrated by the instructor.
When passing axes to somebody, show the handle to take from. Don’t pass an axe leading with the blade.
When removing axe from target, small, sharp, metal shards can be present around the blade of the axe. Remove axe with care using handle.
Remove axes embedded in target before retrieving missed axes from the ground.
When throwing axes, the participant is to draw axe back slowly and safely behind head and hold there before throwing and releasing axe towards target, maintaining control always.


	Low
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